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By Ken Selzer, CPA, Kansas Commissioner of Insurance

State agencies continue sponsorship
of financial literacy program in Kansas schools

TOPEKA, KS— Cooperation between government and school district entities is keeping
the Kansas Financial Scholars Program part of the high school curriculum for schools
throughout Kansas.

The Office of the Kansas Securities Commissioner, the Kansas Insurance Department and
the Kansas State Bank Commissioner’s Office have signed agreements to continue
funding the scholars program for the 2017-18 school year. The agencies partner with
Everfi, Inc., a digitally-based learning management company used by many of the
world’s largest financial institutions, to deliver the online curriculum.

EverFi has a network of more than 16 million learners among consumers, employees,
business partners and communities. In Kansas, the Financial Scholars Program is part of
more than 185 classroom learning platforms. The Kansas program is fully funded by the
agencies and is provided at no cost to public, private and homeschools.

A recent study conducted by George Washington University and the National
Endowment for Financial Education revealed that only 24 percent of millennials
demonstrate a basic understanding of personal finance. Through participation in the
Kansas Financial Scholars Program, students receive interactive instruction on important
financial topics such as credit scores, insurance, credit cards, student loans, mortgages,
taxes, investing and saving.

The platform uniquely tracks the progress and score of every student, and it provides
students who successfully complete the course with a Certification of Financial Literacy.
That certification can be a valuable mark of distinction on college applications and
resumes.
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Additionally, high school seniors who have completed the Financial Scholars Program
are eligible to compete for more than $8,000 in scholarships in an annual essay contest
sponsored by the Securities and Bank Commissioners’ offices.

To date, students have received more than $24,000 in scholarships to attend schools of
higher learning in Kansas.

To learn more about the Kansas Financial Scholars Program or to acquire the platform for
your students, contact Shannon Santschi at (785) 296-1055 or shannon.santschi@ks.gov.

This learning program can be a valuable investment in your students’ future. If the
scholars program is not currently available to them, I urge you to ask your local school
officials to participate.

-30-

Editor’s Note: More about the Kansas Financial Scholars Program is online at
http://www.ksc.ks.gov/index.aspx?nid=183

The mission of the Office of the Kansas Securities Commissioner is to protect and inform
Kansas investors; to promote integrity, fairness, and full disclosure in financial services;
and to foster capital formation.

The Kansas Insurance Department, established in 1871, assists and educates consumers,
regulates and reviews companies, and licenses agents selling insurance products in the state.
More about the department is online at www.ksinsurance.org or at
www.facebook.com/kansasinsurancedepartment.
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